Autologous transplant programs in community hospitals: role of centralized stem cell processing laboratories.
Transplantation of bone marrow and peripheral blood stem cells was initially limited to large, research-oriented institutions. General acceptance of autologous transplantation has grown rapidly in recent years and there is now interest in the establishment of autologous transplant programs in community hospitals. However, the lack of facilities to process and cryopreserve stem cells can be a major obstacle to small transplant programs. In response to this problem, we suggest that a centralized stem cell processing facility can offer the required services to several hospitals within a metropolitan area. The establishment of processing facilities within currently existing blood banks and blood centers is a logical extension of their current roles in hematotherapy. In this paper, we describe the operation of one such centralized processing facility.